
THE CAROLINGIAN EMPIRE 

1- The Frankish Kingdom 

The Frankish kingdom covered the present-day territory of France (ancient Gaul) 

and some territories in Belgium, Western Germany Switzerland and Holland. 

In the 8th century, a Frankish nobleman called Charles Martel stopped the 

Muslims from Al-Andalus from invading France (Battle of Poitiers, 732). 

His son, Pepin, became king of the Franks. He was the first king of his family, so 

he founded the Carolingian dynasty.  

Pepin’s son, Charles the Great (Charlemagne), was the following king, and 

conquered some lands that had been part of the Western Roman Empire. 

 

2- Charlemagne becomes an emperor 

The Pope crowned Charlemagne Emperor of the Romans on the day of 

Christmas in 800 A.D.  

Reasons: 

• Charlemagne had conquered a large part of the Western Roman Empire. 

• He had also forced his subjects to convert to Christianity.  

• He had protected the Pope and the Church from enemies as the Lombards 

and the Muslims. 

 

3- Carolingian Renaissance (Art and Culture) 

Charlemagne settled his court and capital in Aachen (Aquisgrán in Spanish). 

There he built a royal palace where he lived and governed. 

In this palace he established schools, taught Latin and monks copied books from 

the Classical Antiquity. 

Anecdote: Charlemagne wanted his monks to copy books in a readable font. So, 

he is responsible for the creation of the letter we nowadays know as “Times New 

Roman”.  

 

 

 



4- Administration of the Carolingian Empire 

Charlemagne divided his Empire into provinces. These provinces were called 

counties because they were ruled by a count (a noble landowner trusted by the 

king). 

However, in the border areas, Charlemagne’s provinces are known as marcas 

because they were commanded by a military leader called marquis. 

Once a year he sent royal commissioners or ambassadors to supervise the work 

and loyalty of the counts and marquises, called missi dominici. 

These positions were not guaranteed for life or inherited. The emperor could fire 

them if they were disloyal. They all and the clergy met every year in the court. 

 


